Feature Article by Peter Rochan

Roch Carrier’s Iconic Book in Space

In the fall of 2010, Canadian astranaut Dr. Robert Thirsk
contacted author Roch Carrier with an extraordinary offer.
Dr. Thirsk wished to present the author with the copy of his
nook The Hockey Sweater that the astronaut had taken with
him during his 2009 mission aboard the International Space
Station. Carrier, overwhelmed by this news, communicated
with his centact at Library and Archives Canada, who then
shared the story with the Friends of Library and Archives
Canada.

Astronaut D Robert Thirsk and authar Roch Carrier

On June 13, 2011, the Friends of Library and Archives
Canada and the Canadian Space Agency hosted “Roch
Carrier's The Hockey Sweaterin Space” at Library and
Archives Canada’s Ottavwa headquarters. The excitement was

; EJ » palpable as the audience, including more than B0 students,

{ E f ; parents and teachers from Roch Carrier Elementary School,

3 22 ; £ anticipated the hand-over of the official Hying kil containing

5 2532 the copy of the hoak that Dr. Thirsk had read while on his

& six-month mission.
The official flying kit, with Astronaut Dr. Robert Thirsk an Thirsk first presented some home movies from his time
board the International Space Station, insel in space and spoke of living and working on the Interna

What an opportunity for the Friends to arganize such a tional Space Station. He highlighted the impartant Canadian

historic and significant event, where two Canadianicons research carried out during the missian and the need for
would maet far the first time and share their pagsiung with tearmwork and collabarationin spact oxpli:-ratiun. Followindg
the public! It took a while 1o find & date that would accom- his presentation, he responded to guestions from the curious
mndate hoth man's hectic schedules, butonce g date was students. Embedded in his responses was a clear messane
chosen, the Friends were well on their way and planned the  about tha impartance of reading, learning and encouraging
svent in collaboration with the Canadian Space Agency. ynung people 1o follow their dreams.

"As former National Librarian, | was proud (o see Library and Archives Canada gefting on board with
the Space Agency, the Science Museum, the TD Bank to promote reading and literacy; as a parlicipant
in the event, my greatest pleasure was lo listen to the questions that the clementary school students
were asking and the fascinating answers Dr. Robert Thirsk, the astronaut, was giving them.”

Roch Carrier
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Students fram Roch Carrier Elementary Schaal and centre,
from left to right: Canadian Astranaut D Robert Thirsk,
President of Friends of Library and Archives Canada Marianne
Seott, and author Roch Carrier

Then itwas time for the hand-over. It was an emotional
moment when the astronaut presented the official lying kit
with the “flown”™ baak to the author. The audience was
delighted, and the photographers in attendance scurried (o
the front of the room to seize this momentous cvant on film,

Following the presentation, the audience was treated to
a reading of The Hockey Sweater, in French and English, by
Roch Carrier and Robert Thirsk, While retreshments were
being served, the two special guests signed autographs and
were availahle for photographs with the audience members.

The Friends of Library and Archives Canada are
always pleased 1o have the oppurtunity to hast events that
highlight Canada’s documentary heritage or promote and
raise awareness of learning and litaracy. We would like
to thank our partners who collaborated in this event: the
Canadian Space Agency, Library and Archives Canada
the TD Summer Reading Club, and the Canada Aviation and
Space Museum,

Feter Ruchon is the Program Directur of the Friends ot
Library and Archives Canada.
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“It's better to have any sort of library job than nn job at
all.” says Colin, whe retains his sense of humour despite
hardship. “In fact, old librarians don't die, they simply work
increasingly part-tima,”

Talking to librarians in British towns and villages as well
as in the majar cities, one understands that although they
are discontented and worried about how cutbacks might
affect them, they have lust neither their gumption nor their
idealism; nor are they without hope, no matter how low the
pound sinks or how high the percentage of unemployment
rises. One assumes that they will continue to speak out in
support of their libraries, no matter how many pigeons come
home (o roost.

Guy Rokertson is & security consultant and business
continuity planner in Vancouver. He teaches at Langara
Collegs, the Justice Institute of BC, and the University

af British Columbia’s School of Library, Arciiival and
fnformation Studies. In 2009, CLA pubiished his Unofficial
Wisdom: Selected Contributions to Feliciter 19952009,
He would like to thank acquaintances in Hitchin, Durham,
Leeds, Newcastle and the City of Landan for their insights.
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